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Executive Summary 
 
In 1970 there was a very small Dominican population living in the New York metropolitan region, 77,000 
compared with over 1 million Puerto Ricans.  Because of ongoing migration and natural reproduction, by 2019, 
there were 1,146,672 Dominicans in the region compared with 1,181,495 Puerto Ricans. In New York City the 
Dominican population had surpassed Puerto Ricans to become the largest Latino national subgroup: 714,978 
Dominicans compared with 666,709 Puerto Ricans 
 
Dominican migrants arriving in the New York metropolitan region settled primarily in New York City, in 
Washington Heights and the Bronx.  In 1970 92% of all Dominicans living in the region were found in the City 
although this percentage steadily decreased in each decade until 2019 when 62% lived there, the other 38% in 
the surrounding counties.  Within the City, the epicenter of Dominican settlement shifted from Washington 
Heights to the Bronx. By 2019 47% of all Dominicans in the City lived in the Bronx compared with 24% who lived 
in Manhattan. 
 
Among the region’s Dominican population there was a very significant and important increase in college 
graduation rates in each decade after 1980.  By 2019 20% of all Dominican adults had attained a B.A. degree or 
higher rising from 1.4% in 1970. 
 
Dominican women 25 years of age and older had consistently higher college graduation rates than Dominican 
men.  By 2019 nearly 22% of all Dominican women had completed a B. A. degree or higher, compared with 
about 17% of Dominican men.   
 
More significantly there was a huge disparity when nativity is examined. In 2019 nearly 35% of all Dominican 
adults who had been born in the U.S. had at least completed college compared with nearly 16% of Dominicans 
born in the Dominican Republic. 
 
Dominican women born in the U.S. had a constantly rising college graduation rate which reached nearly 40% in 
2019. This was in sharp contrast to U.S. born Dominican men of whom 28% had achieved a B.A. or higher by 
2019; and women born in the Dominican Republic who had a 17% rate in the same year. 
 
Dominican households in the region experienced significant increases in real median household incomes over 
the period between 1980 and 2019 rising from $38,896 (in 2019 inflation-adjusted dollars) to $67,600.  However, 
by 2019 64% of all Dominican households in the region were headed by women and they earned significantly 
lower median household income ($43,000) compared with male-headed households ($66,450). 
 
Unemployment rates among the Dominican population rose along with increased migration from 4.2% in 1970 
to 10% in 1990.  However, despite fluctuations thereafter, unemployment was at 4.6% in 2019.  
 
Poverty rates among Dominicans peaked at 34% in 1980 and 1990, but fell steadily thereafter to 19% in 2019. 
However, there were stark differences in poverty rates by region.  In New York City about 22% of all Dominicans 
lived in poverty in 2019 compared with only 7% in the surrounding New Jersey, Long Island, and New York 
suburban counties. 
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An increasing percentage of Dominicans because conversant in English between 1970 when about 49% reported 
speaking the language well or very well.  This rose to 72% in 2019.  Bilingualism was an integral part of Dominican 
culture in the region as 91% of all Dominicans spoke Spanish at home in 2019. 
 
By 2019 90% of all Dominicans had public or private health insurance. 
 
Dominicans increasingly became citizens.  In 1980 about 38% were citizens, rising to 76% in 2019.  Of these, 44% 





This study focuses on the demographic and socioeconomic changes occurring within the Dominican population 
of the New York metropolitan area between 1970 and 2019.  By 2019 Dominicans had become the largest Latino 
nationality in New York City having surpassed Puerto Ricans a decade earlier in sheer numbers. In the entire 
metropolitan area Puerto Ricans continued to be the largest nationality. However, given Dominican population 
growth rates there is little doubt that Dominicans will surpass Puerto Ricans over the next decade. 
 
Dominican migration began in earnest in the 1970s, migration has been ongoing and has continued to be an 
important factor in shaping the Dominican community to the present.  Initially Dominicans settled in the 
Washington Heights neighborhood of Manhattan, as is well known, and increasingly began to move or settle in 
the Bronx.  However, there has also been a process of ‘suburbanization’ as more successful Dominican families 
have moved to New Jersey, Long Island, and the New York counties to the north of the City, as well as to Fairfield 
County, Connecticut.  Thus, to appreciate the Dominican experience and how the community has changed over 
time in the past nearly 50 years, it is important to move beyond the City neighborhoods where Dominicans have 
settled, and examine suburban communities as well. 
 
This study, as all Latino Data Project reports, present a dizzying array of hard data on the Dominican population 
of the region.  These data may serve as reference material for students, researchers, scholars, politicians, and 
journalists. It is important not to get overwhelmed by the data.  These data tell a story, and it is critical to keep 
in mind that they are supporting evidence for the story of the extraordinary changes taking place in this 
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Basic Demography 
 
In 1970 there was a very small Dominican population living in the New York metropolitan region, 77,000 
compared with over 1 million Puerto Ricans. (See Map 1). Thereafter, large scale Dominican migration 
transformed the structure of the Latino population in the area.  By 2019, there were 1,146,672 Dominicans in 
the region compared with 1,181,495 Puerto Ricans. In New York City the Dominican population had surpassed 
Puerto Ricans to become the largest Latino national subgroup: 714,978 Dominicans compared with 666,709 

































                                                     
1 Unless specified, all data in this report were derived from the IPUMS data sets for the specific year referenced. See Steven Ruggles, 
Sarah Flood, Ronald Goeken, Josiah Grover, Erin Meyer, Jose Pacas and Matthew Sobek. IPUMS USA: Version 10.0 [dataset]. 
Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS, 2020. https://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V10.0. Census tract data depicted in maps were derived from Steven 
Manson, Jonathan Schroeder, David Van Riper, Tracy Kugler, and Steven Ruggles. IPUMS National Historical Geographic Information 
System: Version 15.0 [dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS. 2020. http://doi.org/10.18128/D050.V15.0. 
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Migration fueled the rapid growth of the Dominican population of the region after 1980 and, of course, second 
generation and even third generation children of Dominican Republic-born parents contributed to population 
growth thereafter.  There are no precise data on the number of Dominican migrants arriving in the New York 
metropolitan region after 1970.  However, by examining the arrival dates of the Dominican population extant 
in 2019 the rhythms and timing of Dominican migration may be approximated.  These data indicate that 
migration constantly increased to 1995 after which there was a slight yearly decline until 2000.  Between 2000 
and 2015 there was a renewed increase in migration from the island, and in fact yearly arrivals reached their 
peak in the 2011-15 period. After 2015 there was slight decline in arrivals.  (See Figure 2). 
 
Dominican migration to the New York metropolitan region was dominated by women.  Of the foreign-born 
Dominican population living in the area in 2019, and arriving after 1951, 56% were women.  Figure 3 clearly 
indicates the predominance of Dominican women in the migratory flow by yearly arrivals in five-year periods. 
 
Dominicans arriving in the New York metro area were comprised mainly of people of working ages, between 15 
and 44 years old, although in each decade the percentage of all migrants in this age category declined 
somewhat. During the 1970s nearly 71% of Dominicans arriving in the region were in this working-age category 
and this declined to approximately 60% after 2010. Over this same period a greater share of migrants was 





















1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 1
Growth of Dominican Population of the New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
New York City Suburbs Total
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Yearly Arrival of Foreign-Born Dominican Population by Sex residing in the New York 






























































































































Yearly Arrivals of the Foreign-Born Dominican Population residing in the New York 
Metropolitan Area in 2019, 1951 - 2019 (in five year periods)
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Dominican population expansion in the region was also fueled by natural population growth as foreign-born 
Dominican women had children. In 1970 U.S. born Dominicans comprised 27% of the total population living in 
the New York metro area and this fell to 20% in 1980 because of large-scale migration to the island.  Thereafter, 
despite the ongoing migration indicated previously, domestic-born Dominicans increased in their percentage of 
all Dominicans in the region to 41% in 2019. (See Table 1).   
 
In fact, if yearly rates of population growth are examined by decade, with the exception of the 1990s when the 
yearly rate of increase for foreign-born Dominicans was about 3.3% compared with 2.7% for the domestic-born 
Dominican population, U.S. born Dominicans increased at significantly faster rates: 7.2% to 3.6% yearly between 
2001 and 2010; and 3.8% to 2.1% between 2011 and 2019.  Projecting toward the future it is likely that over the 
next decade U.S. born Dominicans in the region will become more numerous than those born in the Dominican 
Republic. (See Figure 5). 
 






















1971-1980 1981-90 1991-2000 2001-2010 2011-19
Figure 4
Age Structure of Dominicans Arriving in the New York Metropolitan Region by Decade
1971 - 2019
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Note:  Figure 4 was constructed using the year of immigration variable (YRIMMIG) in each IPUMS data set for 
1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, 2019. 
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1970 20,500        55,700       76,200       
1980 34,660        143,280    177,940     
1990 128,700     285,811    414,511     
2000 165,827     393,950    562,675     
2010 338,108     562,008    900,116     







1970 26.9% 73.1% 100.0%
1980 19.5% 80.5% 100.0%
1990 31.0% 69.0% 100.0%
2000 29.5% 70.0% 100.0%
2010 37.6% 62.4% 100.0%
2019 41.1% 58.9% 100.0%
Table 1
Dominican-Origin Population of the New York
Metropolitan Area by Nativity, 1970 - 2019
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1971-1980 1981-1990 1991-2000 2001-2010 2011-2019
Figure 5
Annual Rates of Population Growth for the Dominican Population in the New York 
Metropolitan Area by Nativity and Decade, 1970 - 2019


















1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 6
Growth of the Dominican Population in the New York Metropolitan Area by Nativity
1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born Total
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Settlement Patterns 
 
Dominican migrants arriving in the New York metropolitan region settled primarily in New York City, in 
Washington Heights and the Bronx.  In 1970 92% of all Dominicans living in the region were found in the City 
although this percentage steadily decreased in each decade until 2019 when 62% lived there, the other 38% in 
the surrounding counties.  (See Figure 7). 
 
As is fairly well known, Washington Heights in Manhattan became the initial epicenter of Dominican settlement 
in the 1970s and 1980s.  However, with the growth of the Dominican population, the increase in cost of living 
in the Heights, more Dominicans began to move across the Harlem River to the Bronx.  By 2010 there were 
more Dominicans living in the Bronx, and there were important enclaves of Dominicans in Brooklyn and Queens. 

















1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 7
Percentage of New York Metropolitan Area Dominican Population Living in New York 
City, 1970 - 2019
The Dominican Population of the New York Metro Region, 1970 - 2019              17 
 
 



































1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 8
Percentage of New York City Dominicans Living in Manhattan and the Bronx, 
1970 - 2019
Manhattan Bronx
1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Bronx 13,500       21,380       94,175          139,034       254,297       333,154       
Brooklyn 13,400       25,760       57,615          65,899          97,757          101,193       
Manhattan 32,600       76,980       141,475       148,792       167,871       169,053       
Queens 11,000       29,780       54,312          72,612          101,250       103,179       
Staten Island 600             220             1,374            1,649            3,396            8,399            
Total NYC 71,100       154,120     348,951       427,986       624,571       714,978       
Table 2
Dominican Population of New York City by Borough, 1970 - 2019
The Dominican Population of the New York Metro Region, 1970 - 2019              18 
 
 















During the 1970s and 1980s there were small enclaves of Dominicans living in the counties surrounding New 
York City.  However, during the 1990s and after, the Dominican population began to move outward from the 
City and the most important destination was New Jersey counties, especially Hudson County just across the river 
from the City, Passaic County as well, and Westchester County, New York.  Relatively, few Dominicans moved 




1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Bronx 19.0% 13.9% 27.0% 32.5% 40.7% 46.6%
Brooklyn 18.8% 16.7% 16.5% 15.4% 15.7% 14.2%
Manhattan 45.9% 49.9% 40.5% 34.8% 26.9% 23.6%
Queens 15.5% 19.3% 15.6% 17.0% 16.2% 14.4%
Staten Island 0.8% 0.1% 0.4% 0.4% 0.5% 1.2%
Table 3

















1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 9
Percentage of Dominicans Living in Suburban Counties, 1970 - 2019
New Jersey Suburbs Northern New York and CN Suburbs Long Island
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New Jersey 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Passaic 400              5,340          16,187        24,958        47,440        72,343        
Bergen 700              820              3,221          9,222          26,380        45,845        
Hudson 1,000          6,580          18,640        28,920        43,036        62,060        
Essex 400              1,600          4,864          8,952          20,238        38,384        
Union 100              740              2,965          5,311          14,050        17,756        
Middlesex 400              1,480          8,885          12,084        25,754        48,550        
Total 3,000          16,560        54,762        89,447        176,898     284,938     
New York and Connecticut 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Rockland 2,800          1,280          3,143          5,269          8,740          12,854        
Orange 100              633              1,048          4,203          5,907          
Westchester 7,998          13,295        22,779        47,053        
Putnam 2,100          350              388              882              1,152          
Dutchess 587              4,542          4,158          
Fairfield, CT. 600              2,122          4,232          8,692          20,042        
Total 2,800          4,080          14,246        24,819        49,838        91,166        
Long Island 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Nassau 2,840          5,522          9,846          22,283        26,876        
Suffolk 400              1,540          5,754          10,577        26,526        28,714        
Total 400              4,380          11,276        20,423        48,809        55,590        
Table 4
Dominican Population of Suburban Counties in the New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
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Beginning in 1990 the U.S. Census Bureau began collecting data on Dominican settlement patterns by census 
tract and these data permit a more accurate graphic depiction of exactly where, and in which neighborhoods, 
Dominicans lived within the City and the region’s surrounding counties.2 
 
Map 2 depicts the location of New York City’s Dominican population in 1990 and it is clear that the principal 
concentration was in Washington Heights with the Bronx as a major area of settlement. There were also 
enclaves of Dominicans living in Corona, Bushwick, North Side/Southside, the Lower East Side, and after 2000 
in Woodhaven.  Maps 3 through 5 indicate these data for 2000, 2010, and 2019.  These New York City maps 
clearly reveal not only movement of Dominicans into the Bronx, but also their spread throughout the borough. 
The overall borough data are indicated above in Table 3.  
 
Maps 6 through 9 depict New Jersey’s Dominican population by census tract.  As will be noted from Table 4, 
Passaic, Hudson, and Middlesex counties were the centers of Dominican settlement in the state, and that by 
2019 nearly one-quarter of all Dominicans in the New York metro area lived in New Jersey.  Patterson, Passaic, 
West New York, Hoboken, Union City, and Perth Amboy were the major urban centers in these counties where 
the Dominican population lived. 
                                                     
2 These data are found at Steven Manson, Jonathan Schroeder, David Van Riper, Tracy Kugler, and Steven Ruggles. IPUMS National 
Historical Geographic Information System: Version 15.0 [dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS. 2020. 
http://doi.org/10.18128/D050.V15.0  
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The northern suburban counties of Rockland and Westchester, New York and Fairfield County, Connecticut had 
relatively few Dominicans compared with the City or New Jersey (only 8% of the total Dominican population in 
the region in 2019).  However, by 2019 these populations had increased significantly and were concentrated in 
the urban areas depicted in Map 10. 
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On Long Island, where 5% of all Dominicans in the region lived in 2019, there were small population 
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Educational Attainment 
 
The socioeconomic well-being of nearly all race/ethnic groups is directly correlated to educational attainment 
levels and how those levels change over time. The most important indicator is the percentage of the adult 
population which has graduated college with a B.A. degree or who has attained a higher degree. In general 
Latinos have had the lowest college graduation rates among the major New York region’s race/ethnic groups, 
although there was a significant increase from 1990 when only 9.9% had achieved a B.A. or higher to 23.2% in 
2019. (See figure 10). This was an important rise, although clearly Latinos lagged behind non-Hispanic whites 
and Asians by a huge margin, and college graduation rates continued to be slightly lower among Latinos than 
among the region’s non-Hispanic black population.3 
 
 
Among the region’s Dominican population there was a very significant and important increase in college 
graduation rates in each decade after 1980.  By 2019 20% of all Dominican adults had attained a B.A. degree or 





                                                     
3 The data on educational attainment are for the population 25 years of age and older, which is the criteria used by the U.S. Census 

















Asians Non Hispanic Whites Non Hispanic Blacks Latinos
Figure 10
Percentage of Population 25 Years of Age and Older who had achieved a B.A. Degree or 
Higher by Race/Ethnicity, New York Metropolitan Area, 1990 - 2019
1990 2000 2010 2019
The Dominican Population of the New York Metro Region, 1970 - 2019              32 
 
 
Latino Data Project Report 91       April 2021 
 
 
Over the same period the percentage of Dominicans who had not graduated from high school declined radically 
from an astounding 77% in 1970 to nearly 29% in 2019. (See Figure 12). 
 
In order to better understand the Dominican community’s educational attainment patterns, these data need 
parsed by sex and nativity as there were important divergences between Dominican men and women, and those 
born in the Dominican Republic and the United States. 
 
Dominican women 25 years of age and older had consistently higher college graduation rates than Dominican 
men as indicated in Figure 13.  By 2019 nearly 22% of all Dominican women had completed a B. A. degree or 
higher, compared with about 17% of Dominican men.   
 
More significantly there was a huge disparity when nativity is examined. In 2019 nearly 35% of all Dominican 
adults who had been born in the U.S. had at least completed college compared with nearly 16% of Dominicans 
born in the Dominican Republic.4 (See Figure 14 to see how these rates changed between 1970 and 2019). 
  
                                                     
4  In 2019 only 21.4% of Dominicans 25 years of age and older were born in the U.S. This percentage will grow into the future and 
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Figure 11
Percentage of Dominican Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older who had 
achieved a B.A. Degree or Higher, New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
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Figure 12
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older who had not 
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Figure 13
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older with a B.A. 
Degree or Higher by Sex, New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Male Female
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The differentiation in college graduation rates by nativity and sex among the region’s Dominican population is 
brought into even sharper focus by examining data on both of these variables.  These reveal that Dominican 
women born in the U.S. had a constantly rising college graduation rate which reached nearly 40% in 2019. This 
was in sharp contrast to U.S. born Dominican men of whom 28% had achieved a B.A. or higher by 2019; and 
women born in the Dominican Republic who had a 17% rate in the same year!  (See figure 15).  
 
Additionally, there were very clear regional variations within the domestic born Dominican population’s college 
graduation rates. In the New York suburban counties outside of New York City in 2019, Dominican women born 
in the U.S. had an astounding 54% college graduation rate. This compared with a 48% rate in the New Jersey 
suburban counties; 34% in the City; and 27% in Fairfield County Connecticut. Dominican men born in the U.S. 
also had a much higher college graduation rates in 2019 in the New York suburban counties at 41%.  While this 
was significantly lower than Dominican women, it was much higher than in New York City where the rate was 
26%.  These data are presented for 2019 in figure 16. 
 
Data on non-high school graduation rates are presented in figures 17 through 19. These indicate a steady decline 
from 1970 on in the percentage of Dominicans not graduating high school with the sharpest declines among 
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Figure 14
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older with a B.A. 
Degree or Higher by Nativity, New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born
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Figure 16
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older with a B.A. 
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Figure 15
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older with a B.A. 
Degree or Higher by Nativity and Sex, New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Males Domestic Born Females Foreign Born Males Foreign Born Females
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Figure 17
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older who had 
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Figure 18
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older who had 
not Graduated High School by Nativity, New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born
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What is also impressive in 2019 is the percentage of U.S. born Dominican men and women who have attended 
college, have an Associate’s Degree or a B.A. degree or higher. Some 72% of U.S. born Dominican women 25 
years of age and older fall into these categories; nearly 60% of Dominican men.  These data suggest a great deal 
of optimism for the future socioeconomic well-being of future Dominican generations living in the New York 
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Figure 19
Percentage of Dominican-Origin Population 25 Years of Age and Older who had not 
Graduated High School by Nativity and Sex, New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Males Domestic Born Females Foreign Born Males Foreign Born Females
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Dominican households in the region experienced significant increases in real median household incomes over 








                                                     
5 “HHINCOME reports the total money income of all household members age 15+ during the previous year. The amount should equal 
the sum of all household members' individual incomes, as recorded in the person-record variable INCTOT.”  This is from a description 
of the HHINCOME variable at IPUMS: https://usa.ipums.org/usa-action/variables/HHINCOME#description_section 
 
There are also two other measures of income: family income which is the income of family members related to the head of household 
and NOT all people living in a household; and personal income which is the income of each person living in a household. This report 
uses household income as a better indicator of the economic well-being of all individuals living in a household of all ages. 
 
Household income will be examined here in two ways: 1) Total household income of all persons living in a household; 2) the household 
income of the head of the family which reveal with clarity the sharp contrasts in the incomes of female headed households compared 
with male headed households.  Both of these income measurements must be interpreted as indicators of change over time within the 
Dominican population of New York City’s metropolitan region. 
 
6 These data and all other data on income depicted in this section are in inflation adjusted dollars which have been calculated using 











Did Not Graduate High School 11.5% 10.7% 34.5% 33.7%
High School Graduate 29.0% 17.2% 31.5% 27.9%
Some College No Degree 22.0% 21.7% 13.9% 13.3%
Associates Degree 9.7% 10.6% 6.4% 8.1%
B.A. or Higher 27.9% 39.8% 13.8% 17.0%
Some College, AA Degree, B.A. Degree or Higher 59.6% 72.1% 34.1% 38.4%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Table 5
Educational Attainment Levels for Dominican Origin Population 
of the New York Metropolitan Region by Sex and Nativity, 2019
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These data indicate very clearly than female Dominicans lived in households with lower median household 
incomes than males.  This is brought into better focus when the median household incomes of households 
headed by Dominican women are compared with households headed by Dominican men. This is of importance 
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Figure 20
Median Household Income Among Dominicans in the New York Metropolitan Area by 
Sex for Total Population, 1980 - 2019 (in inflation-adjusted 2019 dollars)
Male Female Total Linear (Total)
Trend 
Line 
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The data on household heads reveal with even greater clarity the disparities in median household income in 
households headed by Dominican women and men.  Male-headed households in the region clearly earned 
greater incomes than female-headed households although it should be noted that the differential narrowed 
over time as indicated in Figure 22.  In all likelihood, the reasons for these disparities revolve around several 
factors. First is wage discrimination against women in general who do not earn salaries commensurate with men 
in most professions.  Second, many Dominican women do not work full time outside of the household because 
they are responsible for child-rearing and other domestic labor which is unpaid.  This will be examined below 
when employment and unemployment rates are considered.  The narrowing gap in the differential between 
Dominican male headed and female headed households is probably connected to the increase in educational 
attainment rates by Dominican women who increasingly had demonstrated higher college-completion rates 
than Dominican males as indicated previously. As Dominican women in the region continue to increase their 

















1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 21
Percentage of Dominican Households Headed by Men/Women in the New York 
Metropolitan Region, 1980 - 2019
Male Female
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There were also median household income disparities by the nativity of the household head among the region’s 
Dominican population. Over the period under consideration the vast majority of households were headed by 
those born in the Dominican Republic, although there was a gradual increase in households headed by U.S. born 
Dominicans to nearly 21% in 2019 and this will in all likelihood continue into the future. (See Figure 23). These 
households earned considerably greater median incomes compared with foreign-born Dominican household 
heads.  (See Figure 24). It is likely that these higher incomes were closely linked to the greater educational 
attainment levels found among U.S.-born Dominicans indicated previously. 
 
Table 6 summarizes the median household incomes of Dominicans by sex, nativity for both household heads 
and the total Dominican population in the New York metropolitan area for 2019.  As may be noted female 
household heads born in the Dominican Republic had the lowest median household incomes.  There was closer 
parity in median incomes between all domestic-born males ($75,300) and all domestic born females ($72,600) 













1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 22
Median Household Income Among Dominicans in the New York Metropolitan Area by 
Sex for Household Heads Only, 1980 - 2019 (in inflation-adjusted 2019 dollars)
Male Female
Female-Headed Household Median Income as Percentage of Male-Headed Median Household Income 
1980     49.9%               2010     60.4% 
1990     49.5%               2019     64.7% 
2000     58.2% 
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Domestic Born 89,500$          65,000$       70,600$       
Foreign Born 63,400$          39,740$       48,000$       
Total 66,450$          43,000$       51,750$       
Male Female Total
Domestic Born 75,300$          72,600$       74,200$       
Foreign Born 70,000$          58,800$       64,000$       




Median Houshold Income Among Dominicans in the
New York Metropolitan Region by Sex and Nativity
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Figure 24
Median Household Income Among Dominicans in the New York Metropolitan Area by 
Nativity for Household Heads Only, 1980 - 2019 (in inflation-adjusted 2019 dollars)
Domestic Born Foreign Born
Foreign-Born Headed Household Median Income as Percentage of Domestic-Born Headed Median Houshold Income 
1980     83.1%               2010     72.9% 
1990     63.8%               2019     68.0% 
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Figure 23
Percentage of Dominican Households Headed by Foreign and Domestic Born in the 
New York Metropolitan Region, 1980 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born
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When the Dominican population is examined along with the five largest Latino nationalities in the region, it is 
clear that Dominicans had the lowest median household incomes both when household heads and the total 
population is considered. (See Figure 25). The precise reasons for these disparities are not known with certainty 
as income is closely tied to occupation and educational attainment. 
 
There were important regional differences in median household income for the Dominican population.  The 
suburban counties in New York state outside of the City had the highest levels followed by the New Jersey 
suburban counties and Fairfield County, Connecticut.  Median incomes were lower in New York City.  These data 
follow the hierarchy of educational attainment indicated previously.  The higher educational attainment level 














Domestic Born 89,500$          65,000$       70,600$       
Foreign Born 63,400$          39,740$       48,000$       
Total 66,450$          43,000$       51,750$       
Male Female Total
Domestic Born 75,300$          72,600$       74,200$       
Foreign Born 70,000$          58,800$       64,000$       




Median Household Income Among Dominicans in the
New York Metropolitan Region by Sex and Nativity
for Household Heads and Total Population, 2019
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Colombian Ecuadorian Mexican Puerto Rican Dominican Colombian Ecuadorian Puerto Rican Mexican Dominican
Figure 25
Median Household Incomes of Largest Latino Nationalities in the New York 
Metropolitan Region, 2019
Household Heads and Total Populations






New Jersey Counties Fairfield, Connecticut New York City
Figure 26
Median Household Income Among Dominican Households by New York 
Metropolitan  Region, 2019
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Household income was extremely concentrated by 2019 within the Dominican community of the region.  
Households earning $200,000 or more comprised 7.7% of all Dominican households but they accounted for 26% 
of total household income.  Those households earning between $100,000 and $199,000 dollars were 24.6% of 
all Dominican households and they accounted for 38.1% of all income.  Thus, nearly a third of all Dominican 
households earned $100,000 or more in 2019, but they controlled nearly two-thirds of all income.  This 
concentration of income was despite the fact that Dominicans had the lowest median household income of the 
five largest Latino nationalities in the region. 
 
At the other end of the income earning hierarchy 36.7% of Dominican households earned less than $50,000 in 
2019, but they accounted for only 10.9% of all income accruing to all Dominican households.  These data 
underline the very sharp cleavages in the economic and social structure of the Dominican community in the 

































Income in 2019 Dollars
% of all 
Households
% of Total 
Income







100,000 - 199,999 24.6% 38.1%
200,000 + 7.7% 26.0%
Table 7
Structure of Household Income Among
Dominican Households in the New York
Metropolitan Region, 2019
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Employment and Unemployment 
 
Measuring employment and unemployment is not as straight forward as it may seem.7 Nevertheless, the data 
presented by the U.S. Census Bureau may be used as indicators of labor force participation rates in a variety of 
ways.  The unemployment data among Dominicans in the New York metropolitan area fluctuated as the 
Dominican population expanded through migration and natural reproduction, reaching a peak in 1990 at 10% 
and then there were movements downward to 2000, then then up to 9.4% in 2010 because of the economic 






                                                     
7 The ‘labor force’ is defined as all people 16 years of age and older. Unemployed persons are only those people who are actively 
seeking work and herein lies the difficulty of measuring unemployment.  This is because people who are not actively looking for work, 
irrespective of age, are classified as ‘not in the labor force.’ See the definitions at https://usa.ipums.org/usa-
action/variables/EMPSTAT#comparability_section 
 
Thus, women who work at home raising children, for example, are not counted among the unemployed irrespective of the fact that 
they are engaged in household labor.  Additionally, the long-term unemployed, male or female, who are not looking for work are not 
counted among the unemployed.  Thus, the data presented in this section must be interpreted as indicators of change over time, 
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Figure 27
Unemployment Rates for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area 
1970 - 2019
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It is conspicuous that Dominican females had lower unemployment rates than men, although they had higher 
‘out of the workforce’ rates because of traditional domestic work raising children and caring for households.  
(See Figures 28 and 29). 
 
There were also differences in unemployment and out of the workforce rates among Dominicans by nativity. By 
1990 there were higher unemployment rates for those Dominicans born in the U.S. and this is in all likelihood 
related to the fact that they were younger and less likely to have the responsibility of supporting families. (See 
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Figure 28
Unemployment Rates by Sex for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 
1970 - 2019
Male Female
Metropolitan Area 16 Years of Age and Older






Median Age of Dominicans in the New York
by Nativity, 1990 - 2019
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Figure 29
Out-of-Work Force Rates by Sex for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan 
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Figure 30
Unemployment Rates by Nativity for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan 
Area, 1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born
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What is also very clear is that the out of the work force rates for women who were born in the Dominican 
Republic, a generally older population, were significantly higher than for men, and much higher than among 
U.S.-born Dominican women.  (See Figures 32 and 33). Figure 33 is especially important because it indicates that 
domestic-born Dominican women had lower out of the work force rates than men by 2000.  This is extremely 
important because it suggests a sharp divergence with Dominican Republic-born women and indicates a greater 
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Figure 31
Out-of-Work Force Rates by Nativity for Dominican Population of New York 
Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born
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Figure 32
Out-of-Work Force Rates by Sex for Dominican Foreign-Born Population of New York 
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Figure 33
Out-of-Work Force Rates by Sex for Dominican Domestic-Born Population of New York 
Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
Male Female
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Poverty8 
 
Overall poverty rates increased among the Dominican population as immigration accelerated in the 1970s and 
1980s and then gradually declined after 1990 to 19% of the total Dominican population in 2019. (See Figure 34). 
 
 
There was a significant difference in poverty rates among Dominicans living in New York City who consistently 
had higher poverty rates than suburban county Dominicans.  (See Figure 35).  The starkest differentiation was 
in 2019 when nearly 22% of New York City Dominicans lived in poverty compared with 7% living outside of the 
City. 
 
The Dominican female population had consistently higher poverty rates than males and this was despite higher 
educational attainment levels.  It is likely that this was related to the higher ‘out of the workforce rates among 
Dominican women.  (See Figure 36).  Until 2019, when the poverty rates among foreign-born and domestic-born 
                                                     
8  The poverty indexes presented here are to be interpreted as indicators rather than absolute measures of actual poverty. This is 
because the U.S. Census Bureau has a complex methodology for measuring poverty based on family size, income and other factors. 
Using these data indexes are created for each person from 1 upward.  Anyone falling between 1 and 100 in these indexes is considered 
living in poverty, which someone with a 101 score is not.  This is clearly problematic because people with 101 scores may be as poor 
as people with 100 scores.  It is possible to create measurements of ‘near poverty’ but this would make this section of this study very, 
very lengthy.  Thus, by looking at changing poverty indexes over time the changes in official classifications may be noted while keeping 
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Figure 34
Poverty Rates for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 1970 - 2019
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Dominicans in the region were almost identical at 19%, U.S. born Dominicans had higher poverty rates than 
those born in the Dominican Republic.  This is in all likelihood related to the fact that this population was always 
younger, with fewer people in the workforce. (See Figure 37). 
 
Childhood poverty was a serious problem within the Dominican community of the New York metropolitan area 
and peaked in 1980 and 1990 when close to half of all Dominican children 14 years of age and younger lived in 
poverty.  These were the children of immigrants from the Dominican Republic who had not yet had the 
opportunity to improve their material lives through education, entrepreneurial activities, and the securing of 
better paying jobs.  However, after  1990 there was a steady decline in childhood poverty rates to about 25% in 
2019, still a very high figure. (See Figure 38). 
 
By 2019 the most impoverished Dominicans in the region were the elderly, especially those over 70 years of 




















1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
Figure 35
Poverty Rates by Region for the Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 
1970 - 2019
New York City Suburban Counties
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Figure 36
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Figure 37
Poverty Rates by Nativity for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 
1970 - 2019
Domestic Born Foreign Born
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Figure 38
Childhood Poverty Rates for Dominican Population Ages 1 - 14 of New York 
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Figure 39
Poverty Rates by Age for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 2019
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Language 
 
The gradual development of complete bilingualism was an integral part of the Dominican experience after 1980 
when English language proficiency and data on language spoken at home become available from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  This is because English language abilities improved over time as would be expected among all 
immigrant groups who are in the U.S. over a long period, and because despite improving English skills, over 90% 
of all Dominicans in the area spoke Spanish at home, even in 2019. 
 
The percentage of Dominicans in the area who spoke only English or English very well (the Census Bureau 
classifications) rose from 49% to nearly 72% between 1980 and 2019.  Over the same period the percentage of 
Dominicans who spoke Spanish at home fell from nearly 98% when the Dominican population was almost all 
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Figure 40
English Language Abilities for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 
1980 - 2019
Does Not Speak English or Does not Speak Well Speaks Only English or Speaks Well or Very Well
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Health Insurance 
 
Data on health insurance coverage only became available in the American Community Survey data for 2008 and 
were collected as part of the 2010 decennial census and all subsequent Census surveys. Between 2010 and 2019 
the percentage of Dominicans in the region with health insurance increased from about 80% to 90%.  By 2019 
51% of the Dominican population had non-specified public health insurance, most like linked to the Affordable 
Care Act of 2010 and Medicare or Medicaid.  About 49% had private insurance, most likely through employers. 
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Figure 41
Percentage of Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area which Spoke 
Spanish at Home, 1980 - 2019
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Citizenship 
 
As to be expected, over time a greater share of the Dominican population were U.S. citizens, through birth in 
the U.S. or naturalization among the foreign-born population. In 1980, before the large-scale migration of that 
decade, about 38% of all Dominicans in the region were U.S. citizens.  This increased each decade because of 
U.S. births to foreign-born Dominican mothers, and because of the ongoing process of naturalization among 
documented Dominicans living in the region. By 2019 76% of all Dominicans counted by the Census were 
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Figure 42
Health Insurance Coverage for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 
2010 - 2019
2010 2019
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The Dominican Electorate 
 
Citizenship, of course, comes with the right to vote at age 18 and older. The constant growth of naturalized and 
domestic-born Dominican citizens resulted in a significant increase in the Dominican electorate, citizens 18 years 
of age and older who had the right to vote.  In 1980 only 27% of all Dominicans 18 years of age and older were 
citizens with voting rights.  This percentage rose each census year and by 2019 over 71% of the New York area’s 
metropolitan Dominican population 18 years of age and older were eligible to vote.  (See Figure 44).  This meant 
that there were almost 600,000 eligible Dominican voters in 2019.  (See Figure 45). 
 
In New York City the increase in eligible paralleled the rise in the regional Dominican electorate and in 2019 71% 
of the 18 years of age and older population could vote, a total of over 388,000 eligible Dominican voters. (See 
Figures 6 and 47). Despite the fact that the Dominican population was larger than the Puerto Rican population 
in the City, in 2019 the Puerto Rican electorate, at 505,718, was significantly larger than eligible Dominican 
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Figure 43
Citizenship Classifications for Dominican Population of New York Metropolitan Area, 
1980 - 2019 (in percent of total Dominican Population)
Domestic Born Naturalized Total Citizens Not a Citizen
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Figure 44
The Dominican Electorate of New York Metropolitan Area, 1980 - 2019 (in percent of 
total Dominican Population 18 Years of Age and Older)
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Figure 45
The Dominican Electorate of New York Metropolitan Area, 1980 - 2019 (in numbers) 
Domestic Born Naturalized Total Electorate
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Figure 46
The Dominican Electorate of New York City, 1980 - 2019 (in percent of total Dominican 
Population 18 Years of Age and Older)
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Figure 47
The Dominican Electorate of New York City, 1980 - 2019 (in numbers) 
Domestic Born Naturalized Total
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Puerto Rican Dominican Others Mexican Ecuadorian Colombian
Figure 48
The Latino Electorate of New York New York City by Largest Latino Nationalities,  2019





Puerto Rican 505,718      
Dominican 380,078      
Others 221,051      
Mexican 101,420      
Ecuadorian 81,620        
Colombian 64,696        
Total 1,354,583  
Total NYC Electorate 5,452,458  
